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INTRODUCTION1

Light is an interesting concept to consider from a Biblical stand-
point. The word “light” is found well over two hundred times in the
Bible. The first time we read about light is in the first chapter of the
first book. In Genesis 1:3, we read those words that are so familiar to
us: “Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.” It is
further revealed that God “saw the light, that it was good” (v. 4). Is it
any wonder then that the Creator of light is Himself Light? In fact,
there is no darkness at all in God (1 Jn. 1:5).

There is another important “Light” that was with God in the
beginning. This Light existed with God in eternity before the founda-
tion of the world was ever laid. That Light is the Second Person of the
Godhead—Jesus Christ. A study of John 1 provides us with much detail
regarding Christ as Light. As the “true Light,” Christ provides light for
mankind (Jn. 1:9). Jesus confessed: “I am the light of the world” (Jn.
8:12; 9:5). Those who follow Jesus, those who completely and wholly
follow His will, will be safe from darkness and will have the “light of
life.”

If our God is light, His only begotten Son is light, and Christians
are to be godly and Christ-like in every way, then we must understand
our responsibility as bearers of that Light. Sadly, many Christians fail
to fulfill their duty as God’s light bearers. There are those who
“tentatively” obey but want to keep one foot in the way of darkness.
Perhaps, as Christians we fail to keep in our minds that there is no
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darkness at all in God or His Son Jesus—there never has been and there
never will be. Thus, as those who are to be imitators of Christ, we must
understand that there is no place for darkness (sin) in our lives. As
those who wear the name of Christ, we are commanded to be the lights
of this world.

A CONSIDERATION OF THE TEXT

The Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 5, begins with the “Beati-
tudes” of great blessings in the kingdom of God. Each beatitude
provides the disciples of Jesus with great wisdom which is essential for
spiritual growth and living. Jesus even tells them of the joy that awaits
those who overcome persecution. H. Leo Boles noted: “The citizens of
this heavenly kingdom that Jesus preached was at hand are to become
‘the salt of the earth.’ The citizens of this kingdom are described by the
beatitudes, and they are to have saving influence in the world.”2 The
disciples, as the salt, were absolutely necessary for the preservation of
mankind. In fact, the disciples of Jesus are so important that they would
serve as lights to the world. Notice, Jesus said:

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot
be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven (Mt. 5:14-16).

Certainly such a passage is worth our meditation. In thinking of Jesus
being the “light of the world,” and His command for His followers to
be lights of the world, one sees that it is a tremendous responsibility to
fulfill.

Christ’s influence as a light was far reaching. It is seen in the
willingness of the apostles to leave everything behind to follow after
Jesus (Mt. 4:18-22). It is seen in His healing power, His compassion for
people, and His recognition of a plentiful harvest (Mt. 9:35-38). The
light that radiated from Christ caused great multitudes to follow Him
(Mt. 14:13-21). His light shined bright when He hung on the cross for
the benefit of all those who would come to Him. Perhaps it is these
things we need to think about when we consider the type of light we are
to be in this world.

Think about light in physical terms or in terms of what light does.
It is active, for it travels 186,000 miles per second. It does not take one
very long to observe that light enables us to see. It is something that is
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essential to the continuance of life. Light does its work quietly. It
awakens, whether it is the rising of the morning sun, or the flip of a
light switch.

Comparing Christ, the spiritual Light, with physical light, think
about the applications that can be made relative to the child of God
being a light to the world. First, we must leave all and follow Christ
(Lk. 9:23-26). In so doing, our example should affect others in a way
that they would want to leave the darkness of the world and follow
Christ, too (cf. 1 Pet. 3:1-2, 15-17).

Second, as lights to the world those in Christ have been entrusted
with the Gospel, which has the power to heal man of his sins. Paul was
a worthy light-bearer because he believed in the healing power of the
Gospel of Christ. It was Paul who boldly proclaimed that the Gospel is
the “power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16, KJV). A good light-
bearer proclaims the “truth” with compassion, i.e., “in love” (Eph. 4:15;
cf. Phil. 1:14, 17). Those who preach the Gospel from “selfish
ambition, not sincerely” (Phil. 1:15-16), do not let their light shine in
a way that glorifies God. Those who realize the power of the Gospel
and have a deep love for it will see the plentiful harvest that is to be
had.

Third, if light radiates from our being, those in darkness will follow
Christ. Yes, there will be those who reject us, just as Christ was rejected
(cf. 2 Tim. 3:12). However, we must understand that if we will plant the
seed (cf. Lk. 8:11), and if we will water, God will give the increase
(1 Cor. 3:6-7).

Fourth, our light must shine bright no matter what comes our way.
The church at Smyrna was suffering greatly, but its light was shining
bright (Rev. 2:8-11). Paul suffered with a “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor.
12:7-10), along with a long list of persecutions (2 Cor. 11:22-33; cf.
Acts 14:19-20), but his light was still burning bright. Indeed, those
whose lights shine to the end have a glorious home awaiting them (Mt.
5:10-12; 2 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 2:10).

Fifth, in our analogy to physical light, to be the light he should be
the Christian is to be active. The church at Laodicea was condemned
for their inactivity (Rev. 3:14-22). Matthew 5:16 reads: “Let your light
so shine.” That implies being active. The contrast, in verse 15, is
inactivity—putting it under a bushel. The Christian light is to actively
shine, rather than be hidden.
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Sixth, your Christian light may be the only light others will see.
The purpose of light is to help people see and find their way. If those
in this world have no one to shine light on them, they will remain in
darkness and be lost for all eternity.

Seventh, our light is essential to the continuance of life. Light is
necessary for plants to survive and go through the process of photosyn-
thesis. The light of Christians is essential if those outside of Christ are
to have life. Christians provide the light (Truth, Gospel) that will enable
the ones outside of Christ to learn what they need to do to be in Christ
and survive for eternity with the Light.

Eighth, the Christian light works quietly. Light, more times than
not, works without drawing attention to itself. When light does draw
attention, it is usually because of something else, such as a fancy
chandelier. When Christians go about doing good, what we might say
“working quietly,” they will at times draw attention to themselves, but
the intention is that others see Christ in us.

Last, the Christian light should awaken. For the morning person,
there is nothing like the sun’s rising and awakening them from their
sleep. The Christian light has the ability to awaken those who are
spiritually asleep (or dead). These nine things can help us understand
what Christ meant when He said: “You are the light of the world” (Mt.
5:14).

The light of Christ will never be put out! As a Christian, then, it is
my responsibility to “glorify” God. Every good work done in the name
of Christ Jesus is to be done to praise, magnify, celebrate and bring
honor to Christ (cf. Col. 3:17). J.W. McGarvey wrote:

As light dispels darkness from the world, and enables men to see
how to journey and labor, so the disciples, by their good works,
their teaching, and their example, dispel ignorance and prejudice,
and enable men to see the way of eternal life. In this way they
are the light of the world ... We are to studiously pursue such a
line of conduct in the presence of the world as will induce them
to glorify God.3

Perhaps our being lights speaks to the need to be prepared as a child of
God, ready to give an answer, ready to speak of the truth that is in us,
and thus put to shame those who are not receptive to God’s Word and
who fail to glorify Him (1 Pet. 3:15-17). So, while we may not always
be well received, our ultimate goal in all things, as the shining lights
Christ will have us to be, is to bring glory to God.
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CHRISTIANS ARE IMPORTANT TO THE WORLD

Every man and woman who has obeyed the Gospel of Christ,
regardless of their age or their physical abilities is important to the
Lord’s church and this world! How sad it is when Christians allow
Satan to cause them to believe they cannot make a difference, or that
they are an insignificant part of the body! The “Parable of the Talents,”
in Matthew 25, reminds us of our responsibility to use the individual
talents God has given us. It is in that same chapter that we find the
“goats on the left” who had failed in their responsibility to help others.
Those individuals on the left were told: “Depart ... into the everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41). There are
consequences for those who fail to realize their importance to the
church and the world.

The apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians 12:4-27, makes some important
observations about the body. Within the Lord’s church there are many
members with many talents or abilities. As Paul clearly points out, there
are no unimportant parts in the body! We are all (as God’s children)
special in His sight. It does not matter what part we might play. God
has set each member in the body “just as He pleased” (v. 18). The body
does not function properly when someone is not fulfilling his responsi-
bility. Our physical bodies contain many parts, and it is not until one of
those parts is injured that we realize how important it is to our everyday
lives. It is the same with the church. Often, we may not realize how
much someone has done until after he moves away, or has passed on
from this life. Our mentality ought to be to do as much as we can for
the Lord with what God has given us, no matter where we are in life.
The young Christian is important to the church because of their energy
and zeal, and they can have a great influence on their peers living in the
world. Golden-aged Christians are important for their wisdom and
knowledge that needs to be shared with the younger generations.
Likewise, they are important to the world because they are great
examples and often well-respected. The middle-aged Christian is
important to the church because they often are in positions of leadership
and teach Bible classes. They are important to the world, because they
represent the working class and serve as lights to those in the work-
force, as well as lights in their children’s lives and those in their
children’s schools. Members of the church working together where
their congregation is located serve as a tremendously important spiritual
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light to their community. Moreover, they are important because,
working together, they have the responsibility of reaching out with the
Gospel to those areas in this world where the “body of Christ” has not
been established.

There is a wonderful song we sing, entitled “Let the Lower Lights
be Burning.” It helps to remind us of the importance of our light.

Brightly beams our Father’s mercy
From His lighthouse evermore,

But to us He gives the keeping
Of the lights along the shore.

Dark the night of sin has settled,
Loud the angry billows roar;

Eager eyes are watching, longing,
For the lights, along the shore.

Trim your feeble lamp, my brother,
Some poor sailor tempest tossed,

Trying now to make the harbor,
In the darkness may be lost.

Chorus:

Let the lower lights be burning!
Send a gleam across the wave!

Some poor fainting, struggling seaman
You may rescue, you may save.4

Bliss penned those words after hearing someone describe the light-
houses of former times. The lighthouses guided the ships of the night
in the right direction, and the lower lights along the shore helped to
steer them to safety. Imagine being a ship tossed to and fro out on the
open sea in a storm at night, perhaps thrown off course and lost. There
would be nothing more comforting for the captain and his crew than to
see the lower lights that would guide them to safety. Or, what about the
sea captain guiding his ship in the dark of night and the lower lights
have gone out? He tries to make it into the harbor without the guidance
of those lights, but misses and crashes upon the rocks, sending him and
his crew to a watery grave. The lighthouse represents the Lord and His
message.

The eunuch had the very light of God’s Word in his hand, and at
the time Philip approached him, he was found to be reading from the
prophet Isaiah. Philip asked the eunuch: “Do you understand what you
are reading?” (Acts 8:30). The eunuch responded: “How can I, unless
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someone guides me?” (v. 31). Philip was one of the “lower lights” that
guided the eunuch to Jesus. Finding his way to Christ, through Philip,
the eunuch obeyed the Gospel. Why, then, are Christians important to
the world? They are the lights that guide lost souls to Christ. If the
lower lights go out, who will guide the lost to Christ? We cannot think
that the lost will make it to Jesus on their own. Yes, they may see the
light of Jesus, but may crash and sink before they make it safely into
His care. Just like a ship needs the lower lights to guide it safely into
the harbor, the world needs Christians to lead them to Christ (cf. Rom.
10:14-17).

BEING THE “LIGHT OF THE WORLD”
IS MORE THAN “INFLUENCE”

Influence is something that every human being has whether they
will admit it or not. Webster defines it as, “the act or power of
producing an effect without apparent exertion of force or direct exercise
of command.”5 It does not matter if you are rich or poor, young or old,
weak or strong, you possess some kind of influence on others. Some
influence is good, some bad. Influence is something that can be
changed from bad to good or from good to bad. Think about how you
can influence others as a “light” in this world.

First, we have an influence on others by the things we say. James
writes that with our tongue, “we bless our God and Father, and with it
we curse men ... Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing”
(Jas. 3:9-10). What is it that those of the world hear coming from your
mouth? Is it those things that would have a positive influence or a
negative influence upon them?

Second, what about the things we do? The apostle Paul wrote:
“Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs,
that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). We cannot act like a Christian on
Sunday and live like the world the rest of the week. If we live our lives
in such a way, we are hypocrites and have a damaging influence on
those around us. Paul wanted brethren to make sure they were consis-
tent in their faith at all times and not just when he was present.

Third, we can have an influence on others in the way we love. John
records for us these words of Jesus—“A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love
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one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another” (Jn. 13:34-35). The love of Christ was far
reaching; it was a giving, sacrificial love. His love extended to all of
mankind and was/is not partial. There are so many other ways we can
influence others: by our faith, our godly living, our spirit towards
others, etc.

It is interesting that while we see the influence of others throughout
the Bible, the word “influence” is never mentioned in the New
Testament. It would seem, then, that being the “light of the world”
entails more than mere influence. There are many great examples in the
Scripture to show such is true. Josiah, king of Judah is described as one
who “did what was right in the sight of the Lord” (2 Kgs. 22:2). When
Hilkiah brought the “Book of the Law” before the king and Shaphan
read the words, Josiah tore his clothes. What Josiah learned was that
Judah had not been in obedience to God’s law and that changes needed
to be made. As one who did right in God’s eyes, his influence was far
reaching. Josiah’s influence was marked by action and example. He
could have used influential and persuasive words to persuade the
people to turn back to God, but it was his determination to remove the
idols from the land and demand for the worship of Jehovah to be
restored that showed his true ability to change a nation for the better.
The prophets Haggai and Zechariah spoke great messages to the
remnant of Judah that had returned from Babylonian captivity. In fact,
they were instrumental in influencing the people to resume rebuilding
and completing the temple. As with Josiah, their influence went beyond
words, it was seen in action. In Ezra 5:1-2 we see these two prophets of
God, working and helping the people rebuild; in fact, they helped until
it was finished (Ezra 6:14). Nehemiah was much the same way when
he encouraged the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. His
influence, example, and stand against opposing forces led the people to
complete the rebuilding process in fifty-two days (Neh. 6:15). The
example of these men goes well beyond their influence. They were true
lights that led and turned people back to God. They went well beyond
Webster’s definition of influence mentioned earlier.

In the New Testament, the seven churches of Asia represent that
our influence is something more. The seven churches of Asia are
represented by lampstands.

Note that a lampstand is not the light itself, but that which bears
or carries the light. Spiritual light comes from God, but the
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churches are responsible for holding it forth (cf. Jn. 1:7-9; Phil.
2:15-16). If we allow the light to be extinguished, our lampstand
will be removed.6

Each church addressed in Revelation 2-3 was composed of the Lord’s
people. Their “light” represented more than mere influence, for the
Lord threatened to remove the lampstand from those congregations that
needed to repent (Rev. 2:5). Five churches were rebuked for the actions
in which they were involved. Think how quickly such actions could
destroy the church in a place. On the other hand, two churches had
actions that were good. They were exhorted to continue on in the faith.
The church at Smyrna was encouraged to keep working even in the face
of persecution, and the church at Philadelphia was encouraged to “Hold
fast what you have” (Rev. 3:11). The church shines forth the light of
God. It must burn bright every day. Our influence and actions are on
display, whether we want them to be or not. To be the light God wants
us to be it must shine forth in every aspect of our life.

Think about the following in relation to our light being more than
influence.

Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may
become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom
you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so
that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain
or labored in vain. Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink
offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and
rejoice with you all (Phil. 2:14-17).

Grumbling, complaining, and disputing  do not bring others to the light.
They destroy our influence. The word for “grumbling” is the same
word used to describe Israel’s complaining in the wilderness in
1 Corinthians 10:10. In part, Israel’s complaining caused a whole
generation to miss out on entering the Promised Land. Light bearers of
Jesus are to be blameless, harmless, and those who hold true to His
word. These build influence based upon actions. Our positive, active
Christian living is needed for the “crooked and perverse generation” we
live in, especially if we expect to fully win someone over to Christ.

“LIGHT” AND “GOOD WORKS”
ARE THINGS THAT GLORIFY GOD

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Col. 3:17).
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The Christian life is one that should bring glory to God’s name. No one
better exemplified the kind of works that are to glorify God than Christ.
Consider the following:

Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent
Me, and to finish His work” (Jn. 4:34).

But I have a greater witness than John's; for the works which the
Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear
witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me (Jn. 5:36).

I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the
night is coming when no one can work (Jn. 9:4).

Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me”
(Jn. 10:25).

I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which
You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You
before the world was (Jn. 17:4-5).

The “Light of the world” lived to fulfill His Father’s will, doing the
good works His Father sent Him to do. Jesus helped those in need—He
was benevolent. He healed the lame, maimed, blind, and paralyzed. He
came to heal those who were spiritually sick (Lk. 19:10). He provided
multitudes with both physical and spiritual food (Jn. 6:1-14, 22-40). He
encouraged others. He visited the houses of sinners and tax collectors
(Lk. 19:2ff; Mt. 9:10-11). He encouraged an adulterous woman to “go
and sin no more” (Jn. 8:11). Last and most importantly, Jesus taught
His Father’s will. He preached sermons, taught in houses, taught in
parables, and confirmed the Word through miracles. All these things
brought glory to His Father, because He carried out His Father’s will.

Individually speaking, our mission as the “light to the world” is
aptly stated in Ephesians 2:10—“For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.” What is the purpose of the Christian life? Is it
not, according to this verse, “good works”? It is worthy to point out that
“no matter how many good works we accomplish, if we are not ‘in
Christ,’ they will be for nothing, so far as our salvation is concerned.”7

Jesus alludes to this very point in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 7:21-
23). Not everyone who says to Him, “Lord, Lord,” will be allowed
entry into the kingdom of heaven, even though they may claim to have
done good works in God’s name. Only those who do the will of the
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Father in heaven will be rewarded for their “good works.” Clearly, it is
the complete obedience to God’s Word with a proper attitude (Mt. 5:16;
23:5) that brings glory to His name. Paul, throughout his Christian life,
sought to do those things that would bring glory to God (Gal. 1:10) and
His church (2 Cor. 11:28). He did not want to do anything that would
disqualify (1 Cor. 9:27) him from the crown of life.

The “good works” we are to be involved in are the same as our
Lord’s—benevolence, edification, and evangelism. To let our light
truly shine we must have a benevolent spirit. In Matthew 25, we learn
that those who helped the hungry, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and
the prisoners were rewarded because they had, in effect, done these
things to the Lord. On the other hand, those who failed to help, failed
to bring glory to God and were cast away. Another example of
benevolence is found in the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:25-37). Two men
(a priest and a Levite) who should have helped the poor soul—one who
had been beaten, robbed and left him for dead—passed by on the other
side. On the other hand, it was the Good Samaritan who risked his
safety and made the sacrifice to help the man. He provided the man
with what he needed to get well. Speaking about the benevolence of the
Samaritan, Jesus said: “Go and do likewise.” James, in writing about a
living and active faith, addressed benevolence. He wrote: “If a brother
or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to
them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,’ but you do not give
them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?”
(Jas. 2:15-16). If a Christian harbors such an attitude, his faith is dead;
thus, his light is not shining. We let our light shine and glorify God
with an active benevolent spirit. “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let
us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith”
(Gal 6:10).

The second “good work” by which we must let our lights shine is
edification. The following speak volumes regarding our responsibility
to glorify God through edification. Inspiration instructs:

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the
things by which one may edify another (Rom 14:19).

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of
the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
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knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:11-13).

... from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the
edifying of itself in love (Eph. 4:16).

Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you
also are doing (1 Thess. 5:11).

How sad it is when Christians tear each other down, instead of building
each other up! How could anyone ever think that having a negative
attitude, and nit-picking every little thing that fellow Christians do, is
letting one’s light shine in a way that brings glory to God’s name? Paul
sent Timothy to Thessalonica for the express purpose of establishing
the brethren and encouraging them in the faith (1 Thess. 3:2). Barnabas
encouraged the brethren at Antioch to “continue with the Lord” (Acts
11:23). The light of edification affects people in ways we may never
know, but God who is glorified knows.

The third work by which our lights must glorify God in is through
evangelism. There is no greater joy than sharing the light of God’s
Word with others. Jesus commissioned His disciples to, “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk 16:15). Certainly,
that commission applies to His people today as there are still lost souls
in need of hearing the Gospel. Heaven rejoices when lost souls respond
(Lk. 15). Peter, John, Paul, Philip, Barnabas, Timothy, and the list
could go on of men who glorified God in doing their part to evangelize
the world. When we read about such men in the Scripture, we can see
the light that shined in their lives. What joy there is in teaching a lost
soul the Gospel and seeing that precious soul respond! We teach others
because we love God, we love His Word, and we love what He has
done for us, and want others to share in the blessings God bestows upon
the faithful.

HOW CHRISTIANS ARE PUTTING
THEIR LIGHT “UNDER A BUSHEL”

One of the great Sunday school songs we teach our children is,
“This Little Light of Mine.” The message is simple: “This little light of
mine, I’m gonna let it shine, all the time, all the time.” “Never let the
devil, ‘pfff’ it out, I’m gonna let it shine.” “Hide it under a bushel, NO,
I’m gonna let it shine.” Perhaps, this is not a song to be sung only by
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children in Bible classes, but a song we adults should also be singing
in our worship services. How many Christians would sing this song in
vain, if it were sang regularly during our worship services? Our light is
to shine at all times—and God forbid we ever let Satan “pfff” out our
light! Sadly, many Christians are hiding their light under a bushel.

The church at Sardis is a prime example of a group that hid their
light (Rev. 3:1-6). The text indicates that the church was once a shining
light in the community. Apparently, they had done some great things
to the glory of God and had made a name for themselves. They once
were alive, but now they were dead. Likely they did not die overnight,
but slowly one-by-one the lights began to be hidden or put out by the
“bushel.” The Lord encourages them to strengthen the things that
remain before they die. Then, the Lord admonishes them to “remem-
ber”—remember what they had previously done and start doing it once
again. It was time to throw away the bushels and let their lights shine
again before it was eternally too late.

How many congregations of the Lord’s people are in that same
condition today? Churches that were once great lights in the commu-
nity, but in recent times have seen their lights dimmed or become
hidden. Such a congregation may have members who reached the age
and covered their light thinking it was time for the next generation to
do the work. It may have members of the working class who are afraid
to let their lights shine for fear of being accused of being “politically
incorrect,” or are fearful of losing their jobs for sharing the Gospel with
their co-workers. Too, it may have members who fail to let their lights
shine because their children are involved in every imaginable school
activity; therefore, they do not have time to talk to others about the
Gospel or be involved in the work of the church outside of Sundays
(and maybe Wednesday nights).

Christians are putting their lights “under a bushel” in ways other
than inactivity and idleness. Many have hidden their lights when it
comes to standing for God’s Word. Instead, of standing on the truth as
a bright shining light, they cover their light and go with the flow. It
seems the churches at Pergamos and Thyatira were guilty of this. The
church at Pergamos (Rev. 2:12-17) had held fast to Christ’s name and
had not denied the faith, but they were not what they should be morally
speaking. The church at Thyatira (Rev. 2:18-23) seemed to have
“works, love, service, faith,” but they had moral issues as well. How
many Christians are no longer letting their light shine because of such
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issues as marriage, divorce, and remarriage, homosexuality, fornication,
drinking, dancing, immodesty, et cetera? The apostle Paul wrote:
“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand” (Eph. 6:13). As
light-bearers of God’s Word, we must fight to the end and uphold the
truth in all things. We have no business putting our light “under a
bushel” when the Word of God is compromised. Those who do so share
in the evil deeds and will be held accountable (2 Jn. 11; Rom. 1:32).

CONCLUSION

It is time for members of the Lord’s church in many places to
reclaim their place as the “light of the world.” It is time for them to take
the “bushel” off of their lights so they can be seen shining once again.
No one can put out our light as long as we remain faithful to God. It
ultimately cost him his physical life, but Stephen boldly let his light
shine in Acts 7. His light is still shining today through the Scriptures
account of his faithfulness! Let your light so shine that others may see
Christ in you! When others can see Christ living in us, we are letting
our light shine. As a result, we can expect good things to happen which
glorify God. Then, we can take comfort in knowing what lies ahead in
our heavenly home.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the New King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 H. Leo Boles, A Commentary On The Gospel According To Matthew
(Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate, 1989), 127.
3 J.W. McGarvey,  The New Testament Commentary, Matthew and Mark
(Delight, AR: Gospel Light, 1875), 1:51-52.
4 Phillip P. Bliss, Let the Lower Lights be Burning (1871).
5 Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (1995), s.v. “influence.”
6 Donald R. Taylor, The Apocalypse: A Revelation of Jesus Christ (Memphis,
TN: Write Way, 1996), 38.
7 Max Patterson, An Outline Commentary On The Book of Ephesians (Neosho,
MO: published by author, n.d.), 14.
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